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SEDUCTION, 
A 

N q V E L. 

LETTER I. 

Sir Charles fFilmoty to Henry Wor- 
thy, Ejq. 

BROOK-STRZeTw 

Dear Harry^ 

THE laft time you heard from 
me (which, to my fliame be_ 
it fpoken, is now a confiderable time) 
Vol. I. B I in- 
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I informed you we were going M 
the country. I fay we, for faith I 
took b^g and baggage — ^as at this 
prefent time, a wife and pack of 
brats are rather inconvenient to my 
intended purfuit* 

iVhat, you will fay, is all this 
about ? And if I Ihould tell you 
xtiy fchcme, I know you will put on 
one of your long fac^s, fo that arty 
mortal breathing, would be afraid 
€0 write another word. 

I own to you, my friend, you 
and I are very difFeltnt charafters, 
nor can I think how the devil an 
intimacy could ever fubfift lo many 
years, betwiitt good ^^d bad, for 

certainly 



.^^ 
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- certainly you are, as the world juftly 
allows you, an honeft fellow, and. I 
an hipocritical, artful rogue. Only 
towards the girb, by the bye, ipind 
that. And believe me, half the fex, 
when you come to have a long ac- 
quainunce with them, arc as artful 
as any of us. 

But there is .one —• remember, 

Harry, I am not proof againft temp- 

tations— there is one, who I am 

fure is an exception to the whole 

race of fetoales. Oh, had even thou 

but feenher, fandificd as thou arr^ 

the fpirit would have moved thee to 

* confefs with me " that flie is faireft 

. of the fair/* But you will fay what 

is this to me J are yoti not married, 

B 2 and 



>4. SEDUCTION.. 

and a young family fmiling around 
^ou ? 

Aye, therc*s the rub. Accurfcd 
be the day I ever played away my 
fortune, which obliged me to enter 
into that greateft of all evils, the 
marriage noofe— for fuch it is, 
when the heart has no (hare. 

Oh had I been bled with Ifmena 
Revel (for that is the dear girl's 
name) inftead of thr infenfible wo- 
man I am now tied to for life— • 
horrid thought— ^fof life— it is not 
to be borne. 

Advifc me, Harry, how to ad, 

for my thoughts are all coofufion — 

yet 
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yet do not, I know already your 
advrife. Think no more of her, is 
ivhat you will fay, and thai will be 
impoifible for me to do. See her 
again I muft. . 

At prefent (he believes me to be 
a (ingle man, and plain Mr. Wilmot, 
as I intend to pafs for my brotber, 
who is juft arrived from the Eaft- 
Indies, and not much known in 
town. So that if the good woman, 
her mother, (hould make any en- 
quiry, it will all tally, as he is (ingle, 
and our perfons not unlike. 

Yet, when I refled, for I fome- 
times can, it really hurts me to de- 
ceive fo much infiocence. Had you 
B 3 beea 
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been by when the dear girl fpoke, 
you would liavc ftancd as I did, for 
it was her voice fifft charmed, 
roe* 

It may feem tedious to you to re* 
cite the particulars, but I was on a 

vifit to Lord C , talking a walk 

in his Solitary park (for fo to riie^ 
without women, thofe fwcet part* 
ncrs of fociety, every place feeais) 
when I was ftruck with the enqun*ies 
of a female voice, that alkcd the 
way to the heath ? ' 

The game-keeper was jufl. going 
to reply, for it was to him this 
Diana, or Gocidefs ot the Groves 
^dreffcd herfelf* whco I inftantly 

turned 
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tiy^ned, and advanced towards %hc 
fined form I ever beheld, defired I 
might have the honour of con* 
dudling her out of the park. 

She would have declined my 
taking that trouble, aiTuring me, if 
iflie once attained the gate, (he could 
fpon find her waj! ; but being' a 
i^rang;er in the place, bad not; fup- 
ppfcd thp p^rk to be fa large i^ and 
from the finencfs erf the cveningi^ 
bad been induced to ramble farther 
^hau (he intended. 



You do not then^ live in thi^ 
part?^ 



cc 

3» 



♦* No, (he was on a vifit to i 
friends,'* 

B 4 Wc 
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We had now reached the heath, 
when my charmer uififtcd on my 
attending her no further, for 'Ihe 
was not then, far from her friend's 
refidcnce. 

In thefe cafes there muft be 
either confummate impudence, or 
implicit obedience ; you can guefs 
which my temper and difpofition' 
was moft inclined to ; and very for- 
tunately the Fates, or perhaps 
Jove himfelf, who was once a bull, 
took pity on my cafe, and fent a 
drove of thofe formidable beads, 
called oxen 5 which, putting my 
fair one in a panic, furnifhed me 
with a very juftifiable plea for en* 
largingon the great danger of her 

being 
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being unattended. Nor did my 
diffidence or modefty rife up to pre- 
vent the opportunity that offered 
itfelf of IheUeringi her in my arms 
for fafety^ Thus I had the Joy of 
preffing the delightful girl to my 
throbing heart, and with fb fair and 
excellent an excur€> flie could hardly, 
chide mc; but foon withdrawing 
herfelf from me, with becoming 
dignity^ (he thanked mc for the 
trouble I had taken, informing me 
fhc was within a few fteps of her 
friend's houfe, which I found to be 
farmer Whently's, one of Lord 
C ^ s tenants. 

I have fince made my iervant 

get as much information in the 

B 5 matter 
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itiatter as he could, and have learnt 
that her name is ReveK 

She lives with, her mother, a 
lady of family, but fmall income^ 
not more than ten miles from this 
place. Likewife that Ifmena bears 
4n unexceptionabk charafter. 

Who could doubt it, that has fecn 
her ? But however. 

If to her (hare, feme female errors 

fall. 
Look on her face, and you'll forget 

them all. 

9 

I (hall here reft and wi(b you a 
{ood night. 

I4nuft 
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I muft likewife aflfure you that I 
ftidll not tbmk I have one, if I 
dream noK of lfmena« 



Your's, &c. 



C. WiLMOT. 



B 6 LET- 
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LETTER IL 



Mifi Stanley y to Mifs Revel. 



Berkley-Squaiie^ 



I Hope tny dear Ifmcna will ex- 
cufe mj long filence, and not 
think too hardly of her poor Har- 
riot, for not having anfwcred her 
twS taft Icucrs, for I affure you. 



my dear, we have had fuch hurry 
and buftle, receiving and returning 
vilits, fince we came to town, that 
my poor little head is almoft 
turned. 

I am quite Tick already, of a 
town life, and am very unfit for a 
fine lady. I often wi(h I had a 
mother like my dear Ifmena's wor- 
thy parent. 

Lady Stanley is too fond of 
diflipation, and never happy unlefs 
in a crowd. I am forry to fay (he 
makes me as thoughtlefs as her- 
ielf. It is true (he is handfomc, and 
has been beautiful, but I think when 
A woman is turned of forty, the cap 
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of gravity (hould be put on* Wr 
were laft night at thr piay. I never 
paffcd a mure difagrecable evening. 
You know i hate to be ftdfcd at, 
but her l-ady(hip cholc to make 
herfelf truly ridiculous, by her be- 
iiaviour m talking and laughing to 
t, fet of powdered coMconjbs whom 
(he made room for 'm our box. 

Once I thought we were hiflcd^ 
and hmted as much to her, when 
her Ladyfliip, with a fneer, tunied 
CO Captain Pinfold ^ and pointing to 
me, faid there is a little prude thac 
thinks we (hould come here only to 
fee the play. 

^< My dear Mi& Stanley, cried! 

the 
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the odious wretch) ane you adwftyf ifo 
ferious ?" 

Giving my head a fcornful ^s^ I 
told him I faw nothing to make me 
otherwife. They think me, I dare 
fay, an old faihioned giri, and fo i 
vrouldhave them'<*-it is all the&me 
to yiDur Harrbt. 

' After the conc^Qfion of the play» 
the Gosccombs watted on «s 40 tiae 
£oacl;^ and her I^adyfhip^ with her 
tiafy freedom-^^am -you goii^g our 
^ay ? I may as wett fet yoadowA, 
So m came two or three great 
plagues,yjM« r^mi^«ft? 5 and when! 
got home, after .being fo crowded 
«p, lOf dot^ looked as if I had 

comt 
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come out of a ftage coach. I really 
do not like my prefent ficuacion— « 
how different were the times when 
my own dear n>ocher was living..' 

How infatuated was my Lord, 
when he threw away a title on fo ex- 
ceptionable a charadter as hiis pre* 
fent Lady. It is with grief I fee 
him daily decline. You know he 
ts advanced in yean, and yet is he 
conQdered of no confequence by 
any one in the houfe beficies myfelF, 
but (lands for a mere cypher. I of* 
ten retire to his apartment, and (k 
with bim for hours, reading any 
thing new or aoiufing^ 

Sonoetimes paflagi^s ftrike hkx^ 

and 
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and I can fee the tears trickling 
down his veoerable cheeks, then 
taking mc by the hanti : ** My 
Harriot you are a good girl, but 
this is dull amufement for you, my 
ch^d. I wiih to fee you happily 
fettled to fome worthy man, before 
I am gone for ever. Is there no ., 
one among the number of your fre^ 
quent vifitors that you would give 
a preference to ? Speak, my child, 
it (hall not be want of fortune that 
prevents too frequently the happi- 
nels of youth,** 

«* Oh, Sir, name it not, I have 
ito wi(h to change my fuuaeion in 
that way of life, and believe me, 
my ever refpeftcd father, all the 

fcx 
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fex arc indifFerent to me. I can- 
not fay that I ever faw that man 
yet, to whom I cQuld give my heart 
with my band.** 



•* That is odd too Harriot 
he) fo fiflfi a girl as you are." 



*• *But fo It is» Sir ; I really fee no. 
encouragement to enter the married 
ft^tc. In the circle of my acquain- 
tance, I fcarcely know one that, 
feems, in my opinion^ to be 
happy." 

He fighed, and the fubje<5): ended, 
fe i& it time my letter fhould. In-r 
deed I hear her Ladyftiip en- 
quiring for me, therefore adieu„ 

and 
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and in the hopes of hearing from 
you foon, believe me to be, dear 
Ifmena, 



Your affeftioiiate. 



H# 5tanuy. 



LET- 



%0 SSDUGTION. 



LETTER III. 



Henry Worthy^ Efq. to Sir Charles 
IVilmot. 



Woodcot«-Lodoe. 



Dear CbarUs^ 

T H^ve fcarcely time to anfwcr 
-■" your laft, as your letter found 
me among bricklayers and carpen- 
ters. 

I hav^ 
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I have lately purchafed a fmalt 
cftate in this counuy > a delight- 
ful place it will be when finiQied, 
but as the houfe is to undergo great 
alterations, I ihall be in a cloud of 
dull and morter for fome time, 
but I make it an amufement. I was 
always fond of building, and, as 
you have often faid, take old houfes 
for the pleafure of pulling them 
down. 

But to the point: forry am I 
to find Sir Charles Wilmot is going 
to embark in fo dilhonourable— > 
nay, I will fay in fo villainous a 
purfuit. What, have you not fuf- 
fered fufficiently already from your 
intrigues ? Is your adventure that 

ended 
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fo unfavourably with the little mil- 
liner, forgot? and ^hat can be 
your views with regard to this 
young lady, the fubjed of yotrr 
letter. You fay Ihe is virtuous, 
:and of a good fannily, fo far lb 
good, but are you not married i 
what end can it anfwer,do you think, 
pafflng for your brorlier, as a fingic 
man ? it cannot remain long undil- 
covered, depend upon it. Mifs 
Revel, though ftie lives in retire- 
ment, has good connexions, which 
will foon lead to a difcovery of your 
villainy. 

I muft be very jJlain with you^ 

•Sir Charles, anddefire, if you pur* 

fue futh courfeS) that all lurcher 

correfpondence 
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cdrrc^ondcnce between 03 may 
ceafe. You may well wonder how an 
intimacy between 13s cduld fo long 
fubfift. Without flattery to my- 
felf we are indeed very different 
characters. 

I have my failings like others, 
but I have this latislaftion within 
my breaft, that I have not the 
tears of injured innocence to re- 
proach me with her. fall from 
virtue, and yet there are few men 
admire the imiabie part of the fex 
more than 1 do, and I place great 
part of my felicity in having it 
in my power to pafs many hours 
in the converfation of ladies who 
are an honour to their fex, and a 

treafurc 
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treafure to fociety. But this is dry 
talking to a man of your turn, and 
could I hear you— it would be what 
ftufFthc felloiv preaches ; hisfrofty 
face my have his fclcft friends, and 
converfation with a fet of old maiden 
auntf, and fo forth — but ftop, not 
quite fo faft. Sir Charles, let me 
tell you there are in thefe parts, 
fweet eightceners, with fparkling 
black, or languiftiing blue eyes, 
fuch, as I prelume, would fet your 
warm conflitution in a blaze, and 
more projefts than that on Mifs 
Revel would be tried. 

You fee to humour you a little, 
I have thrown off the ferious, do 
you, in your turn, depart fome- 

what 
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^ what from your charafter, or at l?aft 
^rekindle thofe fpai4cs of virtue^ 
that perhaps lay fmothering in your 
bofoin; and call up ((hall I fay for 
once) the man of honour, and think 
no more of Ilmena, but returning 
to your wife and family, l*eek thofc 
rational pleafures that are only tpbe 
found united with an eafy confcicnce. 
May you never feci the ftings of 
remorfe, or the forrow of repeni- 
ance, is the finccre wilb of 

Your friendj &c. 



Hjenry Worthy. 



Vol.1, C LET- 
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LETTER IV. 



M/s Revelj to Mifs Stanley. 



Mf dear Harriot^ 



^ . 



AS I have been a few days at 
H 1, I did not receive 

your favour till yefterday* 

I have long hftd an invitation to 
that place, they are very worrhy 

people. 
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people, and great favourites with 
my mama, as well as with me% 

I dar6 fay you IwVe lieaifd me 
(peak of Mrs* Wheatley ; it is a 
plealing fituation, adjoining to a 
large farm they occupy^. A day or 
two before I left it, I met with a 
droll adventure. 

You know, Harriot;, how fond 1 • 
am of walking, and there is a de* 
lightful park of Lord C— — *-*sacrofi 
the heath, fome diftance from the 
form; being rejblved, however, to 
explore its beauties, the way feemed 
ihort, but I rambled about till I was 
tired, and glad to efpy a bench, 

feencatli ao oak, whofe venefable fhade— ^ 

C 2 ,1 was 
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I was going to be poetical, biic the 

fit is gone off. ^ 

, Jn plaih profe then— I feated my- 
felf on a bench, where, delighted 
with the fcene,. and reflecting upoa 
things paft, prefent, and to come» 
evening advanced upon mc with 
hafty ftrides. J looked round, much 
at a lofs which way I was to take» 
tnd hurried on, uncafy on account 
of the people, who 4id* not know 
where 1 was. '- 

However, I luckily faw the 
game-keeper, and was juft requeft- 
ing him to /hew nae the way out, 
when, to my gccatfurprize, a gentle- 
man came up to n>e, and dcfired he 

might 
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might have the honour to conduct 
me out of the park. 

I fuppofe I looked very confufed 
to be detefled wandering about by 
myfclf. J however accepted his offer 
to fee me to the gate, but he infill- 
ed on feeing me over the heath 
likewlfe. 

I found, from his difcourfe, that 
he was on a vifit to Lord C ; 

and I let him follcft from mine, 
. that I wa$ aftranger, and had there- 
fore miffed the way. 

He feemcd to difcover a curiofity 

to know who 1 was, and where I 

came .from, which I was in hopes 

C 3 to 
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to conceal, and was juft going to 
give hin:i his conge^^whea a drove 
of great bouncing oxen came by, 
and as I am very cowardly, having 
once been in real danger from a 
cow, I thought myfelf happy in 
having a proteftor ; but my knight; 
found occafion tp difplay his gallan- 
try more than his valour, for hq 
chfped me in hjs arms to keep me. 
from danger of any attacks but his 
own. ; 

My behaviour foon convince^ 
him I cUd not approve of fuch liber-: 
ties. I begged he would give him* 
felf no further trouble for I was now 
juft at home, and the farmer who 
was come out in fearch pf me, ac» 

cofting 
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coiling mc with a face of wonder^ 
my hero took his leave. 

On my return home, I found a 
letter from my mother, defiring me 
to be with her as foon as pofllble, 
for ihe was rather indifpofed. 

At fupper I aflced Wheatley if he 
could get me fome conveyance for 
the next day, ?ind he offered to efcorc 
me himfelf in his chaife. But Mifs, 
pray now, you have not told us, 
(cries the good man) who was the 
^ne gentleman that came home 
v?ith you ? I did not know that you 
knew any body this way. Why^ 
Mr. Wheatley (returned I, I want 
C 4 youf 
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to tell me who it was. I met with 
him 'in Lord C 's Park, 

Ah, like enough (faid the old 
man) but if he is one of my Lord's 
companions, he is not good for 
much, I thought I had feen the 
leering chap. 

What then does Lord C. bear 
a! bad charafter? After the girls, 
Mifs ; fuch pretty faces as yours 
had better keep out of his way. 
Aye, very true, I believe I (hall in^ 
deed, Mr. Whately. D6*nt you 
forget your engagement to-morrow. 

He promifed me he fliould Jbc 
ready at fix, if that would do, and 

accordingly 
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cordingJy I am fafcly arrived at our 
humble cottage, where I had the 
pleafure of hearing from my dear 
Stanley. 

I mufl own I cannot bear that 
mother-in-law of my Harriotts; a 
very improper companion for you 
to appear with in publick. If it 
was not for your father's lake, I 
think you would not remain with 
her a lingle' day. However the 
tongue of flander can never reach 
my friend, one look of hers would 
filenee it forever* 

I believe if k was not for the 

pleafure of your acquaintance, hev 

Lady(hip would find the circle of 

C 5 her 
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her drawing-room diminifhed to 
thofe alone who had empty fta» 
machs, or empty purles, the one 
to be reptenifhcd with a good fup-r 
per, the other with a fhufite and 
cut, for bow many ^re there in thofe 
fcenes of gaiety, indebted entirely to- 
a modeft aifurance, and genteel ad--^ 
drcfs, for their reception. 

Will yon not fay I write lik^ 
fome old experienced matron ? Ah, 
my dear Miis ^tanky, bow few 
girls of my 4ge, no^ eighteen, that 
havefcen fo many of the viciffitudes 
of fortune ! born to the moll pro- 
mifing cxpeftationa, ^nd, from the 
elegance and coftly manner rty 
mother tbenKvcdin,naturxjfcem€cl 



tct have gathered all her rich^ft 
ftores about us : coaches in fuccef* 
0ion crouded our door, filled with. 
&ich friends as affluence brings,. 

Too foon vaniihed the bright 
. fcene> and nought but the empty, 
name of friendfhip could be found. 
How many are there in the world 
that want relitf^ and how fqw that 
arc able, or at leaft willing, to be- 
ftow it ! they Ihrink from poverty 
as the fenfitive plant does from 
the touch. It is Uke a difeale^ they 
are afraid to come near. They fly 
by you as fwift as from a highway- 
man, when they expeft to hear the 
dreadful words *• Deliver your 

purfe.* * 

C 6 Much 
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Much longer could I yield to me-^ 
lancboly reflexions, for many dif. 
trelTing fcenes has your Ifmena, 
with her nwther, known, but I 
would not pain your gentle heart 
by the recital, let it fuffice that I am 
contented with this fumble dwel- 
ling, and while you honour me 
with your friendfhip, I cannot be 
unhappy. 

I {hall ever remember the day 
1 grft faw Mifs Stanley at the amia- 
ble Lady Goodvillp's. She and my 
mother were early acquainted in life, 
and the only one that has ever 
fhown trwe friendftiip. I hear 
fomething likp a ftrange voice, dif- 
courfing with my mother, which is 

a thing 



I 
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a thing in our family very unufual. 
My curiofity is confequcntly excit* 
cd, I muft therefore abruptly, tho* 
with no lefs fincerity^ aflUre you> 
that I an>9 



Tour's, Sec. 



ISM£NA Riy£t« 



:.*^. ^ -LET- 
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LETTER V. 



Sir Charles TFilfnot^ to Henry Wor- 
' tbyy Efq. 



Bear Uarrjj 

YOU arc miftaken, there waal 
neither trofty faces^ or maidea 
aunts thought of» 

To let you fte the contrary, 1 
fiial] take a ride one of thefe days^ 



S B D y C T I O K« 39 

as I exped: you will mtroduce me 
to your fparkling black, or languiih- 
ing blue eyed laffes— faith Til ber 
have well, you know I can, efpc* 
cially when you are nigh, for your 
'ledures and your looks together, 
like doces of medicine repeatec} 
(every four hogrs to an Inflamed man> 
ferVe to keep the fever down* ^ 

Though I cannot give up the 
ihbughts of my little Nun, I(mcn« 
Revel, your argunicnts are p^werfuU 
but before they game, I had a^ually 
difpatohed my fervant to enquire 
into more particulars, and I am now 
planted here, at a little hedge ak- 
houfe within fight pf the CQnvem~» 

for 
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for it rrally looks fo to mc^ although 
a very fmall one. 

The houfe is furroundcd with a 
brick wall, then hedge within hedge, 
the fide next Boxley Cod>mon *, is a 
good piece of ground, and feems 
well laid out «-^ and much ypu 
care* 

I dare fay you are fending me to 
the devil fader than I can go, for 
aH this ftufF;^ but I fhall neverthe- 
kfs give you the dialogue between 
the Maitre d'Hotel and me. 

' " Well, my friend, and what is 
this place called ?** 



It 
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" It IS Boxlcy Common, pleafc 
your honour." 

•' Arid what fort of neighbour- ' 
hood is there about here r " 

" Lack a-day, fir, there is nd 
gentry, anigh this poor 'loncfome 
place, Squi|p L^fty is the neareft j 
be keeps the beft houfe." 

Rat Squire Lofty and houfe,' 
(muttered I between my teeth) why 
does not the fellow talk of If- 
mena? 

•* Who have you got at that fnug 
houfe, honeft man, I have heard 
enough of 5 quire Lofty ?'* 

** Law, 



\ 
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*' Law, blcfs your honour, you 
have heard nothing at all yet, the 
Squire is one or the other the oddei^ 
man to converfc with——** 

" Damn the Squire— what is he 
to me — who, I fay, lives in that 
houfe ?" 

" Nobody, but Madam Revel» 
an pleafe you/* 

•* Nobody — but — why, what doet 
file live by herfelf?** 

" She keeps a maid and a gar* 
dener, an pleafe you. 

" And has not (he got a daugh- 
ter, an pleafe me?" 

« Oh 
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" Oh yeS) your (vorftiip, (he — 
fhe has got a daughter, an pleafe 
you.** 

« Well, fap fkuU, honeft friend, 
I fhould fay — come, here's ^ half a 
crown, do not you know foniething 
more about Madam Revel and her 
daughter ?** 

<* Thank your honour kindly, 
why there never was a better gentle- 
woman 'than Madam — I believe 
' times arc a little hardilh with them: 
the more the pity, for 1*11 be bound 
they have feen better days j and 
Mifs is as 6ne a young lady as you 
(hall fee in a fummer*s day. I often 
tell my dame it is a mortal pity (he 

Ihould 
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Ihould be buried alive in fuch a 
place — Sir towards your good health 
— ^(hall I draw your honour another 
mug of ale ?" 

" With all my heart — though 
curfe the ale, it make's my head 
giddy — I am not ufeci to ale, my 
friend ; I will droll about for a little 
air." So off I fet to rcconitre, in 
hopes that I might get fight of the 
macehlefs Ifmcna. ' 

Zouns, what a wbrd» matchlefs, 
it brings forcibly to my mind that I 
am married, which is a thing that 
in this wild career, I endeavour to 
forget. But however, be it as it 
will, J fet off and hovered about the 

houfe. 
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lioufe, peeping over the wall, but 
the devil of any creature could I 
iee. If it had been a little later, I 
might very well have expefited a 
/warm falule of a few fmall fhot about 
my ears. ^. 

In (hort, I was forced to return to 
my quarters, from whence I have the 
honour to be tormenting you, for 
want of better employ. 

I am determined to ftrike a bold 
ftroke, and fend a letter. Do not 
perfecute me again, with aflctog 
vbat I mean. They fay, 

.If poo^ viTeak women go a^ray, ^ 
Their ftars are more in fault than they. 

And 
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and fo I will plead the fame excufe \ 
it is fome confounded wicked pla- 
, net that is rolling over my head^ 
end I can no more help being in- 
fluenced by it, than the waters can 
by the moon. 

When things go right, it h very 
common to thank our flars, and 
when wrong, t;o curfe our ftars^ 
which is a plain indication that we 
* are, in our own opinions, governed 
by them, you will therefore, I hope 
in future, rather pity than blame> 
if myftarsare not fo modeft and 
fober as yours, f arewel. . c 

C. WlLtMOt. 

L E T- 
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LETTER VL 



Mfs Revel, to Mfs Stinky. 



ikar Harrtet, 



Y 



OU are two letters in my 
debt, but as you are in a fccne 
of gaiety, 1 make gr^at allow- 
ances. 

I, as you may ejafily fuppofe^ 
hftve kifurc enough. • We feldom 

fee 
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fee a ftrange face in this fecluded 
fpot. 

What I meiHioncd to you in my 
Jaft, was only the voice of Trade- 
well, that I heard in confab with 
my mother* I call him her prime 
minifter ; he is a man flie can really 
confide in \ moft of her letters arc 
committed co his care, and he is 
very particular in executing all her 
com millions. If we have any 
thing interefting, he is fure- to bC; 
tn it. ' 

His bufinefs then was to acquaint 
us, that a gentleman lately arrived 
from the Eaft-Indies, called to give 
iuformation of a letter and a box, 

be 
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he brought from a lady at Bengal % 
chat his name was Wilmot, and was 
delired to deliver it himfclf to Mrs. 
Revel, therefore begged to know^ 
' her addrefs. 

Poor Tradewell was afraid of be- 
ing wrong, and that we might be 
furprifed by fome incognito, Ox de* 
fired him to call again for an an- 
fwer. 

My mother, a few years ^o, 
affifted a particular friend of hers, 
in fending out her daughter to make 
her fortune ; the girl being hand^ 
fome it fucceeded, (he married a 
Mr. Bentley, a man of large for* 
tune, and is very happily fettled ac 

Vol. I. D Bengal, 
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Bengal/ mama, therefore, readily 
fuppofed it was fame prcfcnt that 
young lady had fenc lier,and Trade- 
-well was authorifed to acquaint him 
with our refidcnce. I perfedly re- 
member that the gentleman I faw 
in Lord C/s park, told me his 
name ..was Wilmot. It cannot fure 
be an invention of his,, to introduce 
himfclf. He did not look like one 
juft arrived from a hot country, but 
more like a town beau, with all 
tbfff modeft affurance. 

I communicated my fufpicions to 
mama, for I always inform her of 
every thing relating to myfelf, but 
fhe thinks -tliere is hq great proba- 
bility of its being him, as it: is not 

an 



/ 
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an uncommon name, and did really 
expcdl to hear from Mifs Thomp- 
fon, as the poor thing affured her 
fhe lhpul|d, if Ihe lived to arrive in 
India. Though I am fuch a ruftic, 
I think I always find fome tittle- 
tattle to furnifli out a long letter. I 
hope to hear from you foon, as be- 
lieve me the greateft pleafure I have, 
is the encouragement I receive from 
you to communicate my thoughts. 
No one is more fenfibfc of your 
goodnefs thati 

Your affedlionatc, 

ISMENA ReVEjL. 



D 1 LET- 
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LETTER VII. 



lAiy IViltnoty to MSfs Henjey. 



Dear Mifsy 

IWifli much for your company 5 
but as I know you are not iond 
of the country at this dull feafon, am 
afraid to afk that favour ; indeed I 
find It very difagreeable myfe f, for 
Sir Charles gives me very little of 

his 
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his company. He pcrfuaded me the 
children did not look well, and 
thought the town air did not agree 
with them. 

The fmall pox too» he told me 
was about, and very fatal to 9iany» 
therefore wiftied me not to run aflf 
hazards. 

I thought it very kind, though 
perhaps his fears were groundlefs, 
and fat out With pleafure to Cole* 
brook^ where he (laid but a few 
days, and then returned to towni 
his chief inducement was to meet 
bis brother, who is juft arrived from 
the Eaft-Indies. 

D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Wiimot has acquired a very 
confiderabk fortune, which, added 
to what was left him by an unclc» 
will be immenfe. 

I am forry to fay Sir Charles's 
eftate is fo much involved, that it 
makes it neceffary to cultivate the 
regard of his younger brother, if he 
Ihould not marry, which I wifli he 
may not, our boys will inherit 
more than they ever can have from. 
their father. Had I been like the 
generality of women in high life, 
things would be ftill worfe than 
they are. I wifti for no pleafure 
but what is found in the domeftic 
line. I prefer tranquility to noife 
and buftle i but Sir Charlc'^ is of fo 
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gay a difpoficiop, that he thinks 
calm amufements' inlapid 

How eafy it is, my dear girl, to 
make a conqueft — But the way to 
keep him, is a tafk indeed. 

I believe my father does not think 
Sir Charles fo gay a charafter. He 
lives intirely in Devonfhire, and 
feldom pays us a vifu ; and it is a 
maxim with me never to expofe 
the foibles of a hufbandiby making 
complaints to any of my re- 
lations. 

So much for domeftic affairs* 
Pray wri«e, and let me hear at 
leaft what is going forward in the 

D 4 world J 
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world, and if you fee Sir Charles 
in public. Farewell^ my dear 
Belt. 



Your's, affedionatcly. 



E. WiLMOT, 



LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 



Sir Charla Wtlmt^ to Himy Wcr- 
tbyEfq. 



Dior Hanj^ 

/TEARING it all togjethcr, I am 
'-^ moft confoundedly ' out of 
humor, I told you I fliould write 
to Mifs Revel, but it being too late 
to expect ai) anfwer, that night, 
I took my harfe and galloped pall- 

mall 
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mall to Lord C 's. It was rs^ 

^ thcr dark, and my attention being; 
more upon my vifit than my horfes 
way, I got thrown off^ aixd hurt my 
wrift*, it was painful at the time, 
but foon removed by ftufF Lord 
C— *s houfekeeper applied. 

His L(»^(hrp was not at bome,^ 
but luckily the butler was, fo I 
drank a bottle of excellent Madeira 
and went to bed earlyr 

The next morning I rode to oW 
Fillpots, and by a round about t^le^ 
perfwaded him I had the letter from: 
Ibme of Mrs. Revel's relations, and 
was to wait upon her if agreeable,. 
His retura feemed tedious beyond 

ex.- 
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Cjrpreflion, I belicye the old dog 
was gone three hours, but at lalt 
came a verbal atvfwer. "Should be. 
glad to fee the gentleman." I ftaid 
for no moi-e you may be fure, but 
was fpeedily at the gate where an 
old man was ready to cake my horfe ', 
a maid fervant was at the door, who* 
defiringmeto walk in, I was intro- 
duced into a plain but neat parlour 
fvhere Mrs. Revel was by a good 
fire, (he rofe and received me with 
that politenefs that ever ftrangers 
meet with from well bred people. 
Ifmena entered foon after bur 
ftarted at feeing m;e and looked 
ronfufed. 

It was by the aid of effrontery that 
I had got admittance, and it wa^ 

ne?* 
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ncceffary it (hould not now defcrx 
me, fo with an air of gaiety, and 
eafe, I made up to Ifmena, and 
thanked her for the pleafure (he and 
Mrs. Revel had given me, in per- 
miccing me to enquire after their 
health, and had even the aflurance 
to hope (he was not fatigued with 
her walk, > 

She anfwered a little difdainfuUy. 
Oh» no, (he had forgot the circum- 
'ftancc. 

A little ftrokc this upon, my vanity 
—hurt to be furei but not fo very 
foon checked as (he may think for. 
y^neafy police converfation enfued, 
from which it evidently appeared, 

that 
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that Mrs. Revel had figured in high 
iife^and tiom thence I tookoccafion 
to teftify my furpri^ that a lady 
fo ekganc in her addrefs With To 
beautiful a daughter (bouid chufe 
to fedudc hcrfelf from fociety.' She 
replied, with a degree of dignity, 
that her circumftances at that tinne 
were in fomc meafure embarrafled, 
for which reafon Ihe had for feveral 
ydars forfook the gay world and con- 
fined herlelf in that retirement to a 
oarrow circle of acquaintance, which 
for her daughter's fake (he was ra- 
ther particular in the choice of, 
therefore hoped 1 would excufc the 
liberty flie took in enquiring into 
the motives of my vifit, as well a^ 
to what family 1 belonged, for what 
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is remarkable. Sir (added (he) I 
really expected a gemleman of youi? 
name this morniag and thought ia 
fa<ft when I received your meffage 
that it came from him, for I have 
not the pleafure to know him ; he 
is juft arrived from Bengal, and 
brings me intelligence with fome- 
thing committed to his care, by 
a very old acquaintance- who i» 
fettled at Bengal* 



: Hew great was my confufion— ^ 
At Bengal, Ma'am ? Yes, Sir, was 
you ever there? No, Ma'^m 
no— I— I cannot fay 1 ever was^ 
there, but— but I know a 
many that have.^ 



'>» 



i 



This 
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This was ftaramered out in fucb 
a dcvilifli guilty tone, Ifmcna plainly 
perceived it, and with her band^ 
kerchief ftifled f laugh* 

I was abfolutely afraid of feeing 
my iH'Other come in, for it could 
be no^ other they alluded to. A 
plague take the fellow, what an 
; unthought of embarraflment ; would 
he were at the antipodes for me, 

A fudden retreat was (poor un- 
lucky dog as 1 am) the only thing, 
fo away I fcampered fcratching 
up my hat with a few bows 
and muttering obedient — pkafure^— 
honour — between my teeth,, all the 
way I went^ 

A higb^ 
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A highway- man that had been 
dete^cd, could not feel worfe tha^ 
the difgraced 



Charles Wilmot, 



LET- 
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LETTER IX- 



Prom Mifs Stanley to Mifs Revel. 



I Am at laft fet down to anfwcr 
both njy dear Ifmena's oblig* 
ing favours, which nothing could 
have prevented fo long but the ill 
ftatc of health of my father, who 
lays almoft at the point of deaths 
and what with anxiety for him and 
the fliameful behaviour of Lady 

Stanley 
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Stanley (whofe indelicacy is paft 
bearing) you may fuppofe my 
mind to be in a very diftrcffed 
ficuation: I really think, (hould 
my Lord recover, a feparation 
would enfue. 

I read fome part of your letter 
to my father, who has a high 
opinion of my Ifmena. *' As I hope, 
Harriot (faid he) it will always be 
in your power, you will be ready 
at all times to prove yourfclf her 
friend -, but there is a manner, 
befides the conferring a favour, 
which enhances the obligation : be 
ever attentive not to pain the re- 
ceiver, for there is a gentlenefs, 
even in the refufal of fome people^ 

that 



H 
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that IS more engaging than ?he 
compliance of others, who will 
lend gway the obliged covered with 
biuihes and confufion." 

I hope now my dear Ifmena i$ 
coi)vinc€d that whemever it is ia 
niy^powef to oblige her, (he has 
not only the moft perfect claim 
to my afiiftance, but that I (hall 
have always the greateft pleafure 
in doing it»— 

A pros -pros— I was lately at 
Lady Mary Neville's, who is what 
the world calls a good fort of 
a woman, but I think (he is alfo 
an agreeable one. 

In 
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In thp evening, among others, 
came in a Mifs Henley, whom I 
have ieen often in public : in 
cour/e of converfatton Lady Mary 
alked Mifs Henley what was be- 
come of Lady Wilmot, for fhe 
had not feen her for fome time. 
Being (Iruck with the name* t 
cried, what Lady Wilmot do you 
mean? 



♦* Why (returned Ihe) Mifs 
Stanley, do not you know Sir 
Charles's Lady? flie was the 
daughter of a rich citizen; they 
have been married about three 
years. I think (added (he) their, 
tempers arc not in the leaft fuited, 

for 
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/or h^ is a very gay man and fhe is 
much the rcvcrfc." 

I enquired if he had any brother. 

^ I really do not know (laid 
Lady Mary) but Mifs Henley 
does, for (he is very intimate with 
the family.** 

Mifs Henley then informed us 
that 1 ady Wilmot was at a feat 
near Colebrook, and that fhe had 
lately received a letter from her, 
acquainting her that Sir Charles's 
bi'^ ttier wa;, juft arrived from Ben- 
gal but more company coming in 
nothing further tranfpired} this 
however, I think was fufficient 

to 



to convince my Ifmena that her 
paft gallant was no other than Sir 
Charles. 

What wretches my dear thefe 
libertines, are. 

I wonder what kind qf a creature 
the brother is i when you have 
feen him, let me hear from you 
direftly -, I fuppofe he is a Nabob, 
let lis pray that he may not^ be a 
m^rriea one, and then I think you 
will ftand feme chance, but as 
there are cargoes of beauty fent out 
for iale, it is probable he is either 
pn'wded for or is a Ihocking peicc 
of infenfibility, fo take no particular 
pains to pleafe him, thofe generalty 

fuc- 
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fucceed bed v^ho tl.ink the Icaft 
about it, at leafl ic is the remark 
of—. 



Your fincere friend, 



H« STANLBt. 



L E T. 
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LETTER X. 



Captain PinfoUy to John JSavkSy E/q. 



Dear Ja^i 



T Expeft {hortly to jump in- 
**• to a warm jointure of fifteen 
hundred a year. The misfortune 
is, I muft take the incumbrance of 
a wife along; with it. However I 

Ihall 
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fliall make that burthen He as eafy 
as any man can do. You muft 
know lady Stanley looks (and I 
dare fay with impatience) every 
hour to lofe her help-mate. So ufe- 
Lefs a one I fuppofe Ihe has found 
him, that (he will be happy I dare 
fay, in getting quit of the incum- 
brance, for he muft have been en- 
tirely a log in the way of fuch a wo- 
man as her ladyfhip. To tell you 
the truth, I fhould prefer the daugh- 
ter- in law, who is really a charm- 
ing girl, but at the fame time there 
is fuch confounded precifion, and 
ftich a develifli deal of fentiment 
ab6uc her) that it fpoils all. I am 
not in her good graces, and faith it 
is in vain to think of it ^ it wouid be 
Vol. I. E - ohly 
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only kyfs oi time, aad hindrance of 
buFinefs, and you know chough I 
tm very much the ladies hu^mble 
fervant, I never chofe to devote my- 
felf entirely to them, perhaps it 
would be better for me if I could» 
for play is abfolutcly the devil. I 
loft the other night moft confound- 
edly indeed-, never man had fuch 
a curfed run of ill-luck as I had at 
**•, and without the help of a cool 
hundred, I cannot appear there 
again. You muft. Jack, ftand my 
friend, and aflift me ; you know I 
never refufe you on the like occa- 
fioti, and diat I am always pyn<5tual 
in debts of honour, as foon as ever 
fortune fmile« upon me; fhe is now 
much in my debt, and you know 

what 
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t^hat keeps us all from iinking un- 
der our misfortunes is, the reflec- 
tion *' That the wretched to- 
day maji be happy to-morrow/* 
and in that hope, I take leave of 
you, depending upon your afliC. 
tance, which will greatly oblige, 
dear Jack, 



Your's, 



Walter PiNroi.D. 



E 2 LET- 
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LETTER XU 



M^fs fieveh h Mfi Stanley. 



T was made incxprefllbly happy 
* by the UDexpe&ed vifit, or ra» 
ther by the fighi of my charming 
friend, for a vifit it could hardly 
be called, your flay was fo cruelly 
*^^ J^ *wd not time to tell you 

Kov 
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how much I think myfelf obliged 
to I^rd Stanley for interefting him* 
fcif in behalf of your poor Ifmcna* 
How forry was I to hear it confirm- 
ed, that the poffeflbr of a heart fo 
uncommonly good, is fo near being 
loft to his friends for even 

What a poor inlenfible woman 
muil: Lady Stanley be, not to know 
the value of fo much worth. Im- 
prudence like hers, will in time 
bring its own puniflimcnt. I ex- 
pcded you would teftify no lefs 
furprife than you did at Sir Charles's 
impertinence, and pren^aturc man- 
ner of introducing himfelf, which 
could be equalled by nothing but 
£ 3 the 
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the fbolifh- appearance be made in 
his precipitate departuie when he 
thought he was diicovered ; arro* 
gaDce drove in his looks to hide 
his guilt, while confiidon betrayed 
him. His compliments had the 
air of flattery^ and his pro&i&ons 
the (lamp of infincerity ; but per* 
haps he a£ted his part fomewhat the 
worfe from meeting with fo litde 
encouragement either from mama 
or me. He is a wretch I could 
not bear from the firft. Should I 
ever fee him again, I (hall cenainljr 
treat him with the utmoft contempt 
andfcorn. 

I am thinking that this affair may 
i^ach the ears of Mn Wilmot, and 

prevent 



» 
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prevent him from coming ; It will 
be a difappointment to mama, be- 
caufe (he wants to hear fiom Mr^J 
Bentlcyj but for myfclf, I affurc 
you it is a matter of indifference. 
You talk of conquefts. 

Some fhepherd's boy, perhaps, .my lot will be. 
To pafs my days in fvveeC tranquillity. 

To be furfc I have much the air of 
a nabobefs, — I think a crook, 
and a few (heep, would fuit me bet- 
ter. I have no alpiring thoughts — 

Grant me, ye Gods, fome^gentlcfwain. 

To lead my flocks to tqH ; 
Av^unt then penury and pain. 

And I'm completely bleft. 

That would do, would it noc[? but 

I am not in the humour to go on, 

• ' E 4 neither 
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neither in verfc or prole. I think It 
am ftupid, or penfive, or what nanrie 
you pleafe to call it,'^but ftill ever 



^ Tour's, &c. 



ISIIENA. 



LET^ 
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LETTER XIL 



Fram the fame io the fame. 



Bear Harriot^ 



M 



R Wiltnot has at laft made 
his appearance. He came in 
an elegant carriage, but without any 
of the Eaftern parade. 

Do not expeft me to dcfcribe him, 

for though I fhould fay no more in 

£ 5 his 
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his favor than what any body would 
allow, you would begin to rally me 
upon my partiality. 

My mama would have expired if 
flie had not come at the whole truth 
of Sir Charles's hiftory \ fhe there- 
fore, afked Mr. Wilmot if he had 
any relations in England, and as he 
told her, he had a brother, Sir 
Charles Wilmot, fhe went on rapidly 
with amafing fuccefs, till fhe had 
acquainted him with every particu- 
lar. 

I fay fuccefs, for (he met with no 
interruption, Mr. Wilmot being 
for fome time too much loft ir^ 
aftonilhment to reply. He turned ' 

pafc 



pale, then looked red, bit his llps^ 
and almoft twitted off ihe fingers of 
his' glove ; at laft, ftarting from his 
feat, he marched acrofs the room> 
muttering villain, then exclaimed 
aloud, it is too infamous ! 

Excufe me, Mrs. Revel, for the 
heat you fee I am in -, but can it be 
otherwife, when I find that the very 
man capable of fuch rafcally con- 
dud, is no other than my owa 
brother. Sir Charles Wilmot, a 
married man. 

He then paid me a very genteel 

compliment, telling me how un* 

happy it would make ..him if the 

faults of his brother fhould create 

E 6 any 
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any unfavourable impreflions againft 
himfelf i'^for though a fimilaricy of 
manners nnighc eaQly be implied, 
he begged leave to affure me that 
he held fuch principles in detella- 
tion. 

Were I to conceal what more he 
faidy my Harriot would call me 
unfriendly, lb take it all. 

If, added he, Mifs Revel, beauty 
and fcnfe, and a thoufand namelefs 
atcrafbions, be an excufe to depart 
from the laws of honour, my brother 
(lands acquitted. But in my opinion, 
nothing is an excufe, for the more 
defirable an objedb is, fo much more 
is the fault aggravated* He then 

aifur^d 
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aflured my mama that he thought 
himfelf highly indebted to Mrs. 
Bentley, who had procured him the 
happinefs of an acquaintance that 
he hoped (he would permit him to 
continue. 

My mother, you may fuppolc, 
was not ib fcrupulus as to refufe 
him ; fhe thanked him for his great 
politenefsy and the trouble he had 
taken in executing with fo much ex* 
aftnefs, her friend's commiflion. 

She begged his permiflion to pc- 
rufe her letter, and I cxprefled my 
curiofity to fee the inCde of the 
box, which he, with great good 
humour, helped me to open. The 

' contents 
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contents were two very handfome- 
fliawls, three extreme curious fmall 
jars for the mantle piece, and fome 
pots of fwcct meats, which we 
opened direftly, and prevailed upoa 
Mr. Wilmot cotafte. 

This being done, Mr. Wilmot 
took his leave, afTuring us that he 
ibould very foon give himfclf the 
pie^fure of calling again, for he 
had not, without the lead compli- 
ment, pafied any time fo agreeable 
fince his arrival from the Eaft* 
Indies. 

You may eafily fuppofe that he 
did not leave us in a very bad 
humour. What with our obfer- 

vatlons 
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Vations on what had palled, and 
examining out (hawls, and curious 
China jars, you may think we had 
enough to do. 

Mama is in the higheft fpirits, 
and quite impatient for a fecond 
vifit. 

I tell her that he may not think 
It worth his while to come again, 
for wh^t dependence is there in a 
little flattery and nonfenfe* 

Your old ladies talk of the very 
great experience and knowledge 
of the world, and yet I declare that 
they very frequently forget their 
own obfervations a[nd maxims, and 
are worfe than us young girls. 

Imufl 
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I muft own chat if I was never 
to fee him again, it would be na 
kind of furpnie to your 



ISM£NA^ 



LET. 
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LETTER XIII. 



Mifs Henleyj tQ Lattf Wilmot, 



Dear Madam. 

THIS is the firft day I have 
had without interruption, to 
anfwcr your Lady (hip's obliging 
favor. 

You 
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You arc certainly the tameft 
wife I know; who but yourfelf would 
ftay were you are to be moped ta 
death, and let Sir Charles h'^ve his 
fwing where he pleafes ? I wilh he 
had fuch a one as myfelf, as he 
fhould feel he was married, for faith 
I would rattle his chains well. 

I met him the other night at the 
play — " How does Lady Wilmot 
do, Sir Charles?" "Very well^ 
fhe is in the .country." " I know it 
(returned I) and have had an invi- 
tation to Colel^rook, I only wait 
for you to gallant ' me in your 
phsecon." " For me,. Mifs Hen- 
ley ?'* " To be fure, can you da 
better?" ''' Oh np, but— rU fpeak 

to- 
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te you prefently,'* and then off 
flies my fweet gentleman to another 
box, where he fpicd our Lady S* 
fhcre was then whifper, whifper; 
whifper, flirt, flirt, flirt — but flop, 
I forgot who I was writing to; 1 
fhall be hanged for a tell-tale, never 
miod what I fay^ ypu know I anf) a 
mad cctatucc ; it is all fcandal to be 
fure ; he fat up in a corner as grave 
as a j udge, sod lodked af oobody, , 
lb do not caU me an informer. 

As CO the rich t aft- Indian, your 
brother^ pray d^ not be too fure' 
that he will nearer marry, for I in- 
tend to fet my cap at him myfelf. 
He is as good as done for ; it is juft 
the thing that will fuit me, fo do 

not 



gi 3£DVCTI0K» 

not talk about your little urchins 
looking out for his fortune, there 
will be enough for them befides, fb 
1 expefb that you fpeak a good word 
forme. 

I think you have feen that old 
painted flirt. Lady Sunley. I hear 
her Lord is dead, or near it. 

I met Mifs Stanley at Lady Re- 
▼el^s, fhe has a fine perfon, and 
what the men admire fiill more, a 
fine fortune. They fay (he has re* 
fufed half the town; prefers, I fup* 
pofe, dieing an old maid — not far 
off 1 fuppofc ihc is now tour or five 
and twenty. 

Well 
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Well, my dear Lady W. it (hall 
not be my fault, if I (hould lead 
apes fomewhere« 

There (hould pofitively be (bme 
allowances made for thofiq that 
would be ready to fay •' I will,** 
and all the reft of it. 

You will fayv as ufual, my pen 
goes as faft as my tongue ; but how- 
ever, joking apkrt, if I can get fight 
of this wild hufband of yours, and 
can perfuad£ him to take me down 
for a few days, I (hall be* happy to 
accept your invitation. In the 
mean time I muft intreac you to pre- 
pare what beaus there are among 
yoUj that they may be in readinefs 

to 
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. to receive my hand, as I intend to 
do feme execution there, chough I 
cannot in town. Adieu, I am dear 
Lady Wilmot's 



Moft affedionate. 



And ' obliged. 



A. Henley. 



LE T^ 
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LETTER XIV. 



Sir Charles fVUmot^ to Htnry Wor^ 

thy, Efg. 



'XXr^LL, I may bid adieu to 
^ ^ all my ^hopes. . Auguftus 
has cni fhed my promifed fchemes 
of happinefs. I found, on calling 
at his houfe, he was juft fct ofF for 
the country. The lucky dog was 

going 
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going, beyond a doubt, on the ex- 
pected vidt. Curfe on his coming 
to England ; chat he of all the men 
in the univerfe, (hould have the 
favourable opportunity of getting 
himfelf introduced to Ifmena, to be 
perhaps received with cordiality, 
while I am banifhed. Happy Au- 
guftus, you are iingle, and perhapk 
will not be rejected. 

Oh Worthy, I am fick of all the 

fex, fince I have feen the naivete, 

the innotcence of that lovely girl. 

But DO more, I will now be defervr 

irig your friendfliip, and endeavour 

to conquer this unjuftifiable paffion. 

To-morrow I Ihall goto Colebrook, 

and take with me a Mifs He'nley, 

who 
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who is to flay a. little while with 
lady W. I wonder fhe is not 
afraid to truft me with her, not on 
account of her beauty though, for 
fhe is^not handfome, but a wild lit- 
tle huffey, with an eternal clack. 
May be Ihe may divert me from 
fome difageeeablc thoughts, or I 
would not be plagued with her. By 
Jove there is my brother at the 
door — it is the devil of a rencontre, 
but it mu(t happen^ fb let's to it, 
farewell. , / 



C. WiLMOT* 



Vol. I. F LET- 
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LETTER XV. 



From ibe fime to the fame. 



T Shall jufl: give you, in a fetr 
•*■ words, before I fet out for the 
country, what pafled between An- 
guftus and myfelf. 

" Good morning, Sir Charles, it 
is a great wonder to find you at 
home/* 



ffC 



Why 
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** Why you have but juft caught 
tnc in time, for in a few minutes I 
Ihould have been fee off for Colc- 
brook," 

** I am very glad to hear it, for 
I have received a letter from Lady 
Wrlmot, cxprefEn^g her wifh to fee 
you, and imputing your long ab* 
fence to my accounr. I hope. Sir 
Charles, you havje ndt been im- 
pofing any falfe tales on your wifc^ 
as you would hav'e done on Mife 
Revel. Nay, it is in vain to af* 
feft furprife -, I have been at Mrs. 
Revers, and from herfelf I have 
every particular of yoiir very C€»- 
furabie condud. I muft defire. Sir 
Charles, when^ you go upon your 
E 2 ' Knight- 
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Knight-crrant proje6ls again, that 
yoD will not pafs yourfelf off for a 
younger brother. I really (con- 
tinued the preacher) have a worfc 
opinion of your principles, than 
what I had conceived from report. 
Could any one but yourfelf, have 
bad a guilty thought, when they 
had fecn innocence itfelf.'* — 

«« Well enough, fay no more, 
Auguftus; the affair is paft and 
over, I with you happy although I 
never fhall be — for you have feen 
Mifs Revel — therefore to fee her 
and to love, muil be the fame thing 
— -refleft on your own advantages— 
you are fingle, and may fucceed. 
My doom is fixed. Good morn- 
ing 
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ing — I have ^ lady waiting to go 
down to Colebrook with me.'* 

" Well then, Sir Charles, good 
morning to you, farewell — 1 muft 
be no lefs abrupt in bidding you 
adieu, as the lady waits, which is 
a fufficient excufe for a man of gal- 
lantry, which I have got the name 
of for nothing. 



C. Wjllmot. 



F 3 LET- 



J 
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LETTER XVh 



Augujlus fFilmotj Efq. tp Capt. 
JSouibwtlL 



T Do not write to you, my friend, 
to aflc your advice — the fecret 
fprings of my own confcience, ge* 
nerally direft me pretty near to 
what is right ; though the unruly 
^paffions fometimes oppofe it, and 
makes the performance very diffi* 
cult^ ' 

I have 
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I have a monitor within my breaft, 
that tells me how to a£b on the pre«» 
fent occafion, and to thofe dilates 
I will conform. 

It is then, to unburthen my mind 
that I write, and to receive that 
fiipporc, cpnfolation> and encourage-^ 
ment, that drooping virtue re- 
quires. 

I want to be fatisfied whether we 
are accountable for evil propenfities^ 
or whether it is fufficient to ovcr^ 
come them to do right. 

4 

I think to condemn too fcverely 

the frailty of our nature, would be 

to conuemn the author of it, Paflions 

F 4 are 
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are the elements of our compofition, 
and we Ihould be nothing without 
them. 

Patience, I know, is among the 
number of your virtues, or you could 
never have waited to hear fo long a 
preface •, but I will not put it any 
longer to the trial. 

To be now as explicit as poflible^ 
my embarraflment arifes from an ac» 
knowledged attachment I had before 
I left England, to Mifs Sophia 
Darley. 

My departure was cheared by the 
bright profpedl of affluence ^ and 
our regret Ibftcned by the tranf- 

porting 
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porting expedation of being united 
for ever. 

Abfence triumphed, however, in 
the viftory it fcldom fails to obtain; 
the remembrance of Sophia became 
lefs and lefs dear to me ; when the 
news of her death made a few fighs 
the only tribute that could be 
ofiered. 

On my arrival in England, I^was 
introduced on buGnefs, to a lady 
who has a daughter, whofe beauty 
can only be exceeded by the engage- 
ingnefs of her manners, and the 
graccfulnefs of her deportment^ 

I became inftantly enamoured, 
F 5 and 
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and felt myfelf fupremely hzppjr 
from the reSeftion that my ranJc 
and fortune was fuch, as might juftly 
entitle me to her attention. Buc 
how (hort lived are our pleafures,. 
and how uncertain our expedations f 
While I was contemplating thi§ 
vifionary fcene of happinefs, it 
vatiilhed before me. I was informed 
that Sophia was alive. What ought 
'to be my greateft felicity, now fits 
heavy at my heart* Sophia lives — 
Oh fhameful caufe of difcontcnt f 
Perhaps fhc waits with confranc/ 
unfliakcrr^ to embrace the faithlefs 
lord of her affeftions. You fee, my 
friend, there is no akcrnative in thi5* 
cafe ; the laws of honour cannot but 
be obeyed, and I muft relinquilh the 

beloved 
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beloved Ifmena. I am fcnfible many 
people will >apgh at my fcruplcs, 
and think I Jiave nothing lo do but 
to confult my own happinefs,' But I 
can eafily fuppofe the pidiure to be 
reverfed •, and can paint to my ima- 
gination the griefs and difappoinc- 
ment I (hould have fuftained, to 
have found the heart I cxpcdled ready 
to fly out to meet mine, alienated,, 
and given to another. How unjull 
and tyranical we are, to exp^d wo- 
men, whom we confidcr our inferiors,. 
to praftice virtues, when we have 
not courage and refolution enough 
to give them the example. 

Whatever many may fay con- 
cerning this fubjeft, I am con- 
F 6 viocrd 



i68 SEDUCTioir* 

vinced of the re£titudc of your opi- 
nions, and am fully perfuaded you 
will not condemn your finceic 
friend, and 



Humble Servant, 



A. WiLMOT. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIL 



From Henry Wortlfft ^fi^ to Sir Charles 
Wilmat. 



Dear CbarUsy 

A S a change of fentiments muft 
•^^ neceflarily precede a change of 
manners^ I am extremely happy to 
find by your Jaft, you intend to re- 
form^ and as the time I hope, is 

nigh 
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nigh, experience will better coir- 
vlnce you of the happinefs of that 
refolution, than any arguments of 
mine could do. , 

I had come to^ a refolutlon to 
give you no more fruitlefs admoni- 
tions. I was willing to hope, that 
when the ruling ftar you mentioned 
in a former letter, retired to another 
fpkere, that we might fee fome 
amendment, though my aftronomy 
did not extend fb far astopotm out 
the particular time. 

This opinion of yo«rs reminds me 
chat J have met with the lame idea 
in a French author : he fuppoies the 
early ftages of our lift to be govern* 

cd 
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cd by Mercury, then from twenty 
to thirty, we are led by the irrififta- 
ble VenCis. From thirty to forty> 
when men may be fuppofed to have 
courage and fpiric to fignalize them- 
felves by great-exploits, and dan- 
gerous enterprifcs, he gives the 
rule to Mari. From forty to fifty, 
the meridian of our ftrength, we 
are then influenced by the Sun. 
From fifty to fixty, when the un- 
derftanding and judgement are in 
maturity, Jupiter prefides; and 
frbmfixty^ during the enfeebled re- 
mainder of our tit»c, Saturn's leaden 
iway predominates. 

You are going to your feat at 
Cokbrook. I hope where your fa* 

mily 
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mily is, will always be in future 
the feat of pleafure. 

A modern fine lady might dif- 
turb your tranquillity, but fo amia- 
ble a charafter as Lady Wilmot 
muft conduce to the happinefs of a 
fenfible unprejudiced man, for I 
will not fuppofc you any longer ta 
be prejudiced in favour of a girl, 
who bad perhaps nothing but her 
beauty to recommend her. I do not 
mean to difparage the lady -, I aai 
unacquainted with her, and what- 
ever merit (he has, I am a ftranger 
to it, you confequcntly muft be the 
fame, as the tranfient interviews 
you have had, can have aflForded 
you no opportunity of obferving 

any 
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any but pcrfonal perfedions. When 
you are entered into a train of ra- 
tional pleafures, and ferious amufe- 
ments, I hope I (liall have the plea- 
furc of feeing you. My little box is 
now complete, wanting only a fair 
lady to do the honours of it, but 
good wine and a good dinner is al« 
ways in readinefs for my friends. 
Confider yourfelf among the num- 
ber of thofe who arc always wcl* 
come to 

Your finccre. 



H. Worthy. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIIL 



Mifs Stanly to Mifs Revel. 



I Now take up the pen, to per*^ 
form the melancholy tafk of 
acquaiaring my dear Ifmena with 
the irreparable lofs o^- my father \ 
he has paid the debt of nature. 
In your Harriot's arms his eyes 
were tlofed for ever, Laft night 
the family vault received him. X ^ 

am. 
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am ready to exclaim, with Almci- 
ria-^" He and his for rows now are. 
iafely lodged within itt cold but 
hofpicable bofom/' 

I have fcarcely fecn my body^ 
fince this meloncholy event, ex« 
cepc Lady Mary Nevil, who has 
called with gredtafie&ioiiaod kind* 
neft. 

I am preparing to leave hQfidon^ 
There is a charming little place at 
Northampton, which you have 
heard me lay my late aunt Bladoa 
left me with her fortune, liable to a 
fmall annuity on an elderly maiden 
Jady, who has been permitted to 
reftde in the houie. 

I propofc 



■\ 



ll6 SEDUCTION'. 

Ipropdfc flie (hall flill continue 
there, I hope for our mutual hap' 
pincfs, for I (hould be forty to diT- 
poflefs her, and 1 think her compa- 
ny will be both convenient and 
agreeable to me. 

And now, my dear Ifmena, there 
is but one thing wancipg to coai'' 
plcte my little plan, you mvft con-' 
dace to my happinefs, and accom- 
pany me. 



Prevail on Mrs. Revel, my d[car 
girl, to fparc you, or to form one of 
our fociety herfelf, that will be a 
greater favour, and an additional plea* 
f ure. I (hall remove any obftacles, 
as far as lies in my power, with the 

greateft 
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greacefl: chearfulnefs^ and ^propofe 
waiting on you next week to fettle 
preliminaries. 

I ihail perhaps day with you a 
day or two, if I meet with the re- 
ception I like, which, pleafe to ob- 
(erve, is as little ceremony as ppf- 
nble. 

I (hall expeft you to return with 
me to London, where I (hall re- 
inain only a few days, and then 
fct oflF for Bladon-Hall 5 you there 
will be fccure from Sir Charles, and 
all his ridiculous attacks. 1 (hall 
have a pleafure in depriving him, 
even of the hopes of feeing you. 
Did he think, I wonder, that he 

had 
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had found oucan humble cottager, 
to accept of him upon any terms^K 
I rejoice in his difgrace and dtfap* 
poincment. 

I can forefee that you will realbn* 
ably enough complain that while I 
am depriving Sir Charles of the 
fight of you, I (hall deprive Mn 
Wilmot likewife. 

Well, have comfort, my dear, 
I mull contrive to give him an 
invitation to the hall, and then aft 
will be Tight, unlefs I fhouid un- 
fortunately happen to take a fkncy 
to him myfelf. 

Could you forgive yowr Harriot ? 
V Oh, yes (fay you) it is mighty 

pretty 
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pretty talkingof things that are not 
likely to happen/* but we (hall let* 
tie all thefe points when we nieet. 
So adieu. 



Tour's affe&ionatelyy 



H# SxANiBr. 



LET. 
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L E T f E R XIX. 



Jugujius Wilmot, Ef^. to Captain 
*. SmthwelL 



, Dear Southwell^ 



I 



Am inclined to refent your not 
having favoured me with your 

opinion upon the fubjedl of my laft 

letten 



So 
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So great a facrificc as giving up 
Ifrhena Revel, not to be worth an . 
obfervation, is fmall encourage* 
ment. 

If merit was to receive only the 
applaufe of our own confciences, I 
am inclined to think we ihould fee 
it lefs frequently difplayed* 

If there were no ftatuaries to re- 
cord great virtues, and heroic actions, 
I am rather of opinion there wojuld 
not be fo many to record. 

You fee I do not make the maxim 
general, though I conGder the love 
of fame to be very predominant, 
for there are certainly many inftan- 

Vol. I. G ces 
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ces where fclf-applaufe muft con- 
duce CO our . happinefs ; as on the 
other hand, thoiigh no one fhould 
condemn us, it would be to make 
ourfelves completely milerable, that 
our own confcience fhould be ouTr 
accuier. 

I have as yet been contented 
with a kind of negative virtLC, for 
1 have not feen Mifs Revel, nor 
have 1 made any .enquiries after 
Sophia^^ 

I do not mean, though, to copy 
Sancho Panca, who voluntary (ub- 
mitted to give himfelf five hundred 
aihes for the fake of buicinea, but 

could 
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could never find a proper time to 
do it. 

Sir Charles and Lady Wilmot 
both hav€ their eyes upon me, to fee 
how 1 difpofc of myfelf ; they fup- 
pofe me to be fo very rich, that 
they arc impatient to fee to whofc 
lot I fhall fall, like the great prize 
in the lottery. 

Here is a Mifs Henley that (eems 
to have no objection to add me 
to the lift of her admirers, on that 
very account. 

The women feem to be grown 

mercinary beyond defcription. "I£a 

man is known to have a capital for- 

G 2 tune. 
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tune, they are as eager after him as 
fo many birds of prey. 

I declare I wonder they do not 
contrive to have every perfon that 
brings any property from the. Eaft- 
Indies, put up at the India Houie 
with the fale of teas. 

To compenfate Mifs Henley for 
the compliment Ihe paid my for- 
tune, I would recommend her to 
you, if there fhould chance to be 
an interregnum in your afFeftions. 
I think (he is quite to your tafte — 
amazing fpirits, and a very great 
talker. Her voice, I affure you, 
would not be loft in your cars, 

though 
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though you are ufed to the nolfe of 
the fca. 

She would fuit you on account 
of your fponcaneous wit ; for I 
promife you (he will not give any 
body time to think in her com- 
pany. 

Such people are fometimes called 
the fiddle of the con>pany. If they 
would fay they are fiddle faddle 
company, I would then join with 
them. 

Except Mifs Revel, I pofitively 

have not fecn one woman that ftands 

the leaft chance. But this is a dan- 

G 3 gerous 
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gerous fubjeft. I had better return 
to Mifs Henley. 

Methinks I hear you cry to Mils 
Darlcy, you mean. Faith I really 
do, aod very (hortly you will be 
convinced of it. But you know 
foldicrs are not always equaly pre- 
pared for an attack, and as there is 
no retreating, I ought to be fuf- 
ficiently arnoed. 

This is talking en Cavalier^ but 
to tell you the truth, I have a Icflcn 
to learn from a very celebrated 
writer; with him I want to per- 
fwade myfclf, that ** DocsHProvi- 
dence withhold the thing that wc 
long for." It denies in mercy, and 

only 
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only withhQlds the occafion of our 
Mifery — perhaps the inftrument of 
our ruin. 

With a fickly appetite we often 
loth what is wholefome, and hanker 
after ur bane. Where imagina* 
tion dreams of unmingled fweets, 
there experience frequently finds the 
bitterncfs ot woe. 

This you will allow, on the pre* 
fcnt occafion, is not a very eafy talk, 
but however, I am decermined to 
place the affair in that point of view, 
and not go with a fuUen mind, like 
a boy to fchool. Then let the mat- 
ter terminate either way, I (hall not 
be unhappy. 

G 4 Thus 
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Thus you arc acquainted with the 
fehcimenrs, as well as the refolu« 
tions of 



Your finccrc Friend, 



A. WiLMOT. 



^ 



LET- 
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LETTER XX; 



Mifs Revel, to Mifs Stanley. 



Dear Mfs^ 

T Sincerely condole with you on the 

great lofs you muft fuftain in 

your father. Lord Stanley, who 

muft alfo be lamented by ail who 

had the happineis of his acquaint- 

ancc, 

G 5 You 



You add to repeated favotrrs^ bf 
your kind intention of vifiting us in 
our little retreat, which, though ua- 
fit to entertain Mifs Stanley, can in 
the manner you kindly propofe, ro* 
ceivc the friend of Ifinena. 

I fliall Hkcwrfe accept of your 
obliging invitation to return with 
you either to tondcm or to Bladon 
Hall. 

As to Mr. Wilmot, you arc 
welcome to rally me upo0 cha^; fub- 
jefly but He has not paid us a 
fccond vifit •, there was no reafon to 
fuppofe bc^ould. I will allow, if 
you plcafe, that I thought him ex- 
ceedingly amiable, but what pre- 

tcnfions 
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tenflons could I have to flatter my- 
fclf that he would beftow a thought 
on ipe, when he may chufe out of 
the gayeft circles. 

You aik me if I could forgive 

you, if you was to take a fancy to 

him ? How can you put fuch a 

queftion, when you would havo 

every right to exped a return to 

your partiality i What you would 

have a claim to, would be pre- 

fumption in me to think of. It 

would be vanity in the extream, to 

fuppofe that if Harriot and Ifmena 

were put in competition, the latter 

could have the leaft chance. With 

jhe fame advantage of rank and for* 

tune as you pofiefs, how )uftiy 

G 6 ihouki 
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I triumph in being acknowkdgcc} 
your equal ; but fituated as I am, 
what have I to boaft of, but your 
friendfliip. 

That I was born to more pro- 
mifing expe£tations, avails me no- 
thing. I am like a tender plane 
that has been raifed in a hot-houfe, 
only to be tranfplanted into a rude 
uncultivated garden, there to feel 
more fevercly the inclemencies of 
the feafons. 

It is, however, agreed by the 
Poets and Philofophers, that " what- 
ever is, is right/* Should it not 
then be aflented to by Ifmena. My 
mother will be equally happy with 

myfelf. 



SEDUCTION. |J3 

myfelf, in the favour of your being 
our gueft. Enough has been faid 
upon the fubjedl of ceremony. 
Whatever will be mod plealing to 
you^ will moft oblige 



Your very affedionate. 



I. Revel. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXL 



Mfs Stanley^ id Mifs ReveL 



'\Jf Y dear Iftnena will I hope 
■*-^-*" not think me whimfical, 
that I now write to poftpone my 
vifit for a few days. 

I am detained on bufinefs by Sir 
James Morgan. He was an inti- 
mate 
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mate acquaintance^ and particular 
friend of my father, and ba$ the 
fettling of his a(fair». I refpe£t him 
much, chough be has a ridiculous 
foible of endeavouring to appear 
youthful in his drtfs and 'manners, 
and that at bis time of life (for I am 
fure that he has feen fixty years pais 
over hi3 head) i^ to me odious. He 
is one of tbofe antiquated lovers, 
who has been all his life facrificing 
at the (brine of beauty and fortune^ 
but never baviiig fucceeded, is I 
fuppofe, ftill encouraging hope, but 
upon what principle I cannot tell 
you, furely not' the iame as a game'- 
-fter, who chinks to lo/e at fir ft, and 
¥^iri at laft. He is, however, let- 
ting this afide, a refpec^abie cha- 
racter* 
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raften George Hanbury is juft ar^ 
rived from the South of France. He 
is now Lord Stanley, being the 
neareft in fucceOion to the tide and 
cftate. 

I have not yet told you that Lady 
Stanley is gone to Bath : we parted 
juft barely civil. ' I doubt not but 
that impertinent conceited fellow. 
Pinfold, will follow her. If it (houM 
be a match, I hope he will match 
her;. and if fhe fhould be matched 
well, he muft be a Machival. A 
fingle pun is feldom introduced 
without an apology, I (hould there- 
fore beg pardon for a ftring of them, 
but I confider a letter as mifcella- 
neous, and introduce any thing that 

comes. 
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comes. I muft take notice, my 
dear girl, before I conclude, of the 
ftile of your laft letter j it was hu- 
mility in its humbleft drefs. Do 
you think, that to want fortune, 
is to want merit. It is undoubtedly 
to want thoufands of advantages, 
but fo far from that being one, we 
fee many examples, where, from 
the want of fortune, merit more 
amply abounds. 

I will indulge your metaphor, my 
dear, and allow you to be a curious 
plant, in an [uncultivated garden ^ 
but however, do not dcfpond, fomc 
botanift, with nice obfervation, will 
fpy'you out, and, feledting you 
from meaner flowers, tranfplant you 

again 
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again into a proper foil, where T 
hope you will bloom and profper. 
As to Mr. Wiltnot, let any body 
have him that is lucky enough to 
pkafe him, and to deferve him, is 
the wilh of 



Your friend, 



H. Stanlet*' 



I- ET^ 
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LETTER XXJi. 



Augufius fFilmty Efq. to Capt^n 
Sautbwell. 



Dear Southwell^ 

I Am forry I miflfed' of you the 
other day, when you called^ 
had you been an hour fooner, I 
fhould have been happy to have 
taken you with mc to my brother's* 
He is got fettled again in town^ 

and 
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and has brought Lady Wilmot 
and family. 

He introduced me to feme of 
hi^ friends, which I like much, 
particularly a Mr. Worthy, whofe 
acquaintance and friendihip I (hall 
be very happy to cultivate, as he is 
extremely agreeable, and very much 
refpedted as an amiable, deferving 
character. 

Your flame (as is to be) Mifi 
Henly, was one of the company; 
but mark the more wonderful fe- 
quel of the ftory : we were begin- 
ning to put about the bottle, when 
there entered a female vifitor to 
Lady Wilmot. I rofe with great 

unconcern 
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unconcern, as I fuppolcd upon the 
enterance of a ftranger, but it is im- 
poflible to defcribe, or guefs at my 
confufion, when I percrived it was 
no other than Mifs Darley. She 
fcemcd much embarraffed likewife, 
but however, with an eafy indiflfc- 
rcnce, faid I was welcome to Eng- 
land. I then, in the bcft manner 
I could, cxcufed myfelf for not hav- 
ing paid my refpcfts fince my ar- 
-rival, pleading variety of bufinefs, 
and concluding with affurances, 
that I Ihould very foon give my- 
fcU that happinefs. She only an- 
fwered by a flight motion of her 
head, and addrcfling herfelf to La- 
^y Wilmot, never turned her eyes 
towards^ me during ihe remainder 

of 
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her vifit, which was a very (bort 
one. 

Sir Ctoarles attended her to the 
carriage, or I fhuuld have taken 
thac opportunity oF propofing a vific 
whenever (he chofc to receive me, 
but as things are now circumftanced, 
I do not know what fhe expecls, nor, 
in fhorc what I even wiih or propofe 
myfelf. 

They began to rally me now 
upon Mifs Darley's indifference. 

*• I am afraid, brother (cried 
Lady Wilmoi you are deftined to 
be an old bachelor.?* 

As 
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As I know it is her wi(h that I 
Ihould, I anfwered prerty quickly, 
that I believed her Ladylhip was 

miftaken. 

Sir Charles, with an affefted ha, 
ha, faid — ** Oh this does not af- 
feft Auguftus; there is another 
lady will be lefs cruel, I dare fay/' 

" Who is that (replyed fhe, 
eargerly looking at Mifs Henley) 



)/• 



Mifs Hcnlfy drew up her head 
and fmiled. Charles coloured, and 
began biting his nails, and Worthy 
finilhed his glals of wine. •' 1 do 
not underftand* it 'exclaimed my 
Lady)." ^'^^It is no great marter, 

child," 



14^ SEUUCTION. 

child/* was the anfwer (he got 
from Charles j but the reft of the 
company kept filence, till I broke 
it, by alking Mr. Worthy if there 
was any eftate to be purchafed near 
him, as I had not yet met with any 
thing that pleafed me. 

This occadoned the converfa- 
tion to become general again, and 
I cook care not to be the laft that 
came away, to avoid any further 
interrogations, 

I muft own I am a' little embar- 
raffed at prefent, but it looks as if 
the event will turn out pro(perous, 
and I now begin to indulge the 
delightful profpeft of being united 

to 



SBDUCTION« 145 

to my charming Ifmena — ^Yes, I will 
encourage the idea. I fliall never 
ftoop to entreaties, if Mifs Darby 
does not inftantly accept the hand of» 



A. WiLMOT. 



Vol. I. H LET- 
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LETTER XXIII. 



Mifs Sfanleyj to Lady Mary NeveL 



BOXLEY-COMMON. 



Dear Lady Mary^ 

' T Was extremely concerned to leave 
•*" you fo unwelL I reached this 
place yefterday about noon, and 
now fend back a fervant to enquire 

if 



SEDUCTION. 147 

if you are any better than when I 
left you. 

I fhould have no pleafure in this 
Fittle retreat, without I knew that 
your Ladyfhip was perfeftly out of 
danger. Nothing could be more 
pleafant than my journey hither^ 
where I was welcomed by Mrs. 
Revel with open arms, and my 
young friend with tranfports. 

She is really a moft charming giil. 
I think hc;r beauty impioved every 
time 1 fee her,- or elfe it is my par- 
tiality. As I hope you will fee her 
very (hortly, J will dcfcribe her to 
you, that you may judge whei^er 
1 really am partial or not. 

H 2 She 
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She IS rather tall, and elegantljr 
made ; her complexion delicately 
fair, but little colour -, her eyes are 
blue, yet very cxprriiive -, a beauti- 
ful forehead, not high, (haded with 
a great quantity of light chefnut- 
coloured hair i an acquiline nofr, a 
fine fct of teeth, which one could 
not but admire, were they n^ ' in- 
clofed in the prettied mouth 1 ever 
faw. 

Such is my friend's perfon, in my 
opinion, and I perfuai t myfclf that 
your Ladyfhip will concur with me, 
when you fee her. 

In a few days we ftiall leave this 
happy retirement, and make a very 

fliort 
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ihort ftay in town, as I am impatient 
to be at Bladon-HaU. 

I (hall be happy to devote as 
much of my time to your Ladyihip 
as pofllble, and hope, therefore, 
that your indilpofition will rvot pre- 
vent us from that pleafure. 

Though my friend is a flranger, 
do us the pleafure of receiving us 
without ceremony, as that will be 
Icfs fatigue to yourfclf, and -more 
agreeable to your Lady (hip's 

Moft obliged Servant, 

Harriot Stanley, 
D s L E T- 
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LETTER XXIV. 



Mifs Revely to Mrs^ ReveL 



Dear Madam^ 

^r^HOUGH only two days have 
X elapfcd fii^cc we parted, it 
appears to me a long time fince I 
faw you: 



The happinefs I enjoy in my dear 
Mifs Stanley's company, is not per- 
fect, fince it cannot be attained 
without my being fep^rated from 

Whea 
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When I was at home, my heart 
feemed to be with her, and now I 
am with her, it fcems to be with 
you. I have had the pleafare of being 
introduced to fevcral of Mifs Stan* 
ley's acquaintance, which I admire 
much^ particularly Lady Mary 
Nevel, who is a very engaging, 
amiable woman. 

We faw at her houfe a Mifs 
Henley, in whom there is fome- 
thing remarkable, though I can- 
not fay pleaGng, at leaft to me. 
I do not know in what light I 
ftruck her, but (he fcarcely ever took 
her eyes off from me ; if fhe had 
been a gentleman, I Ojould hcve 
had the vanity to have fuppofed I 
had made a conqueft, 

H 4 Ladv 
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Lady Mary told Harriot (he 
fhould be her neighbour at Bladon- 
Hall, as (he was going down on a 
vific to her nephew, who had a feat 
very near that place. 

But I nouft caution hini to guard 
his heart, added (he, for I think he 
will be expofed to great tempta- 
tions I not that he is a very young 
man, as you may fuppofe, by his 
being lb neatly related to me« 
Whether this was chit chat in 
her Ladyfhip, or whether fhe had 
any view in it, I do not know, but 
fo little intention had either Har- 
riot or me to make conquefts» that 
we' never thought to enquire his* 
name, I have one piece of intelligence 
to give you, which, to me> is rather 

more 
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fi^^ more interefting than her Lady (hip's 
afJk nephew, 1 dare fay, ever mhiW be, 
cot and that is about my favourite Mr. 
iadi Wiltnot. We were lucky enough to 

flop fomewhere on the road, to get 

the horfes fome water, when his car- 
to^i riagc drove up to the fide of 
.fa ours. He alighted, a .d in a very gen- 
tc teel manner, came and enquired 

after your health, and apologized for 

not havmg waited on us. 



There was fomething very extra- 
ordinary in his manner and ftile of 
expreflion. An affair of honour, 
that he had fome hopes he (hould be 
able to explain, had been the cmfc 
•—his happinefs was concerned in 
;he event, 

H 5 If 
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If he took the liberty of calling: 

on me and Mrs, RcveU might he 

hope for the fatisfadion of feeing me. 

1 acquainted him I was going to 

remain fome weeks in the country^ 

with this lady, introducing him to 

Harriot, who, with the moft en* 

gaging affability, faid, flie fhould 

be happy to fee any of Mifs Revel's 

friends, giving him at the fame 

time her particular addrefs, which 

he received with extreme politenefs^ 

and evident marks of fatisfaftion^ 

then returning to his carriage, botb 

parties drove off, and the fpirits of 

your Ifmena, that began to droop. 

in. fpij^ht of the company of her 

dear Harriot, was miich revived at 

thi«! little event, though whether it 

will be produdive of any advantage 

I caa* 
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I cannot form an opinion, but I 
think I need not ^e defirous of frc* 
qucnt opportunities of feeing Mr. 
Wilmot, lead I (hould be unnOltr to 
fecure my heart. There Is certainly 
fomething in him very engaging. 
Mifs. Stanley is of the fame opi* 
nion, and lo far did fht* preie 1 to 
fee into the matter, that (he was iu e 
both our hearts were already gone. 
You fee, my dear madam, that 
I conceal nothing from you. What- 
ever happensi you may depend 
upon its being cotiimunicated to 
you, either for your advice or 
amufcment. I remain, dear madam^ 

Your dutiful, and affedlionate, 

ISMENA. 

LET. 
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LETTER XXV. 



Augujius fVilmot^ Efq. to Captain 

SoutbweU. 



Dear Soulbwell^ 

I Think you may now fairly con- 
graculace mt with an interview 
I had yefterday mornings with Mrs. 
Darby, the mother of Sophia^ 
I met her , accidentally, walk- 
ing with her fcrvant in the park. 
1 accoftcd her, and having men- 
tioned the circumftance of having 
fccn Mifs Darby at my brother's, 

but 
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but that the coolnefs of her beha- 
viour had deterred me from pay- 
ing my refpcdts to her fince, as I 
fully propofed doing, had I met 
with the lead encouragement, 

*' You muft be fcnfible (returned 
Mrs. Darby; that your negledl- 
ing to pay ary kind of attention to 
my daughter fince your return to 
England, muft naturally mortify, 
if not difappoint her. 

•* She ha«? refufed feveral good 
offers on youf account, Mr. Wil- 
mot. No one could be more 
fteady in an attachment, ih >n So- 
phia, while it was to be fuppofed 
that you were conftant, but the 
proof you have given her 6i your 

indiffe- 
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indifFcrcnce, has alarmed her pride, 
and I an coiivinccd chat it is more 
ou ot pique, than from change of 
fentim^rncs, that ihe has, within 
thefe few days, confented to marrjr 
a gentleman of contidcrable for- 
tune, whom (he had many times 
before rcf ufcd." 

I affurcd Mrs. Darby, it had 
not been my intention to forfakc 
her daughter, although fomething 
that I mud be excufed from men- 
tioning, had caufed me to have 
the appearance of it, and that if I 
might be admitted, my hand and 
fortune were entirely at her difpofaL 
Mrs. Darby told me, (he willed 
fincerely ^n explanation had hap- 
pened fooner, but it was now too 

late. 
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late, (he hau given her promifc to 
Commodore Broadfids vvhich fhe 
was fure would not be recalled, 
as the day was fixed, and every 
thing nearly fettled. 

I had no more to <^o, but to 
offer my refpeftful comj liments, 
and (ince the affair could noL be 
al ead, wi(h her and the Commo- 
dore all pof&ble happinefs. 

I can now without any reflraint, 
turn all my thoughts to my adora- 
ble Mifs Revel, whom I was fo 
fr#rtunate as to meet the other day 
by chance. 

She was in the carriage of a lady 
her triead, And who I think I may 

well 
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well call mine alfo, for with the 
moft charming mixture of modefty 
and politencls, (he gave me an in^ 
vitacion to Bladon-Hall, where Ihe 
faid (he (hould be always happy to 
fee any friends of Mifs Revel's. 
You may be fure I (hall now give 
no check to my impatience, but 
fly thither, with all imaginable 
fpecd, upon the wings of love. My 
prefence, I flatter myfelf, will not 
be difagreeable, or the fwcet girl, 
my lfmena*s companion and friend, 
would not have given fo kind an 
invitation to 

Your now happy, 

^ A. WiLMOT. 

End of V O L. I* 
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